Renting Motor Homes, Trucks and Trailers
Summertime, and the living is easy – except when you need to rent a truck or trailer to move your college student to or from home, or rent a motor home or travel trailer for that dream vacation.  Before you rent, be sure to review your personal auto policy and its provisions affecting these activities.  The standard Texas personal auto policy covers the legal liability of the named insured (you) and your family members for the use of any auto, subject to the liability exclusions.  With regard to third-party liability as a result of your negligence, there are no exclusions that would prevent coverage for the non-business use of a rented truck, motor home or trailer.  That’s easy enough.

It gets harder when you consider your potential liability exposure arising out of damage to the rented vehicle or trailer.  An exclusion in the liability section precludes coverage for property damage to property rented to or used by you.  An exception to this exclusion gives coverage back when the property is a private passenger auto, pickup, van or trailer.  But in the opinion of insurance coverage experts, there is no way to fit a large moving truck or motor home in the “pickup” or “van” category.  For these vehicles, you should purchase a damage waiver if offered by the rental company.  If a damage waiver is not available or you don’t wish to purchase it, the result could be a significant uninsured claim for the full value of the vehicle.

