HOW TO AVOID ID FRAUD

One of the increasingly common criminal activities is the theft of a person’s identity.  This is used to transact fraudulent credit accounts, obtain fraudulent driver’s licenses, etc.  If your identity is stolen, the process of recovering is not only painful, but can be quite lengthy.  To reduce the chances of having your ID stolen, you should do the following:

1. Photocopy your driver’s license and all cards you carry so that you have easy reference to their numbers and the phone numbers you need to call to report them stolen or lost.


2. File a police report immediately after realizing that your ID has been stolen.


3. Immediately call all credit bureaus and report the fraudulent use of your identification, and put flags on any further credit extensions without your prior permission.  Calls can be made to:

Equifax:  
800-525-6285
Esperian:  
888-397-3742
TransUnion: 
800-680-7289


4. You should also contact the various governmental authorities:

Social Security:
800-269-0271
Texas Department of Licensing:
800-803-9202 (in Texas)

512-463-6599 (outside Texas)

You should take care in disposing of any mail that has any confidential information contained therein.  For example, you may receive packages bearing shipping labels with confidential information shown.  If you destroy your credit card bills or utility bills, please be sure to shred or tear them.

Protecting your identity is just one of the many things a person must do today to maintain protection of their financial security.

